[Sensory nerve involvement in X-linked bulbospinal amyotrophy (Kennedy syndrome). Contributions of electrophysiologic and histologic data].
Two new cases of X-chromosome linked bulbospinal muscular atrophy associated with gynecomastia (described by Kennedy in 1968) are reported. In one patient, an electrophysiological study and a muscle nerve biopsy were performed. Motor nerve conduction studies were normal but sensory action potentials were small or unrecordable in the absence of clinical sensory loss. Superficial peroneal nerve biopsy showed axonal lesions. These findings suggest that this disease is not purely due to degeneration of spinal motor neurons and is also associated with an axonopathy.